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Full Text Of The Throne Day Speech

Delivered By HM King Mohammed VI

Here follows the full text of the speech delivered by HM King
Mohammed VI to the nation on Wednesday July 30, on the occasion of
the 15th anniversary of the throne day

 

   "Praise be to God 

   May peace and blessings be upon  the Prophet, His Kith and Kin

   Dear Citizens,

   Today, we are proudly celebrating the fifteenth anniversary of my
accession to the glorious Alawite throne. This annual celebration is ran
opportunity for us to ponder on the state of the nation.

   I do not want this to be merely a time when we take stock of
achievements. However significant they may be, they will always fall
short of the ambitions I nurture for my loyal citizens.

   I would rather this celebration were an occasion to pause and
reflect, in all sincerity and objectivity, on the positive as well as the
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negative aspects of our action in order to move forward confidently
and resolutely.

   I am not only interested in achievements, but also and above all in
the actual, qualitative direct impact our accomplishments have had in
terms of improving the living conditions of all Moroccans.

 Whereas it is, indeed, natural for a person to pause every now and
then to determine where he or she is going, such an exercise is even
more important for the nation’s first servant, who is responsible for
more than 35 million people.

   Considering the sacred mission with which I am entrusted as the
King of all Moroccans, each day and every step of the way, I consult
others and give due consideration to matters before making any
decision that has a bearing on the nation or the citizens.

   Are we making the right choices? What things need to be speeded
up? What others should to be reconsidered? What major projects and
reforms ought to be launched?

   If a person thinks that he or she is always right, or that he or she
does not make mistakes, then surely this will be a recipe for conceit
and erring.

   For this reason, I believe we must all ask ourselves: Have the
accomplishments and the real progress made had the desired, direct
impact on Moroccans’ living conditions? Does the Moroccan citizen -
irrespective of income, social status or place of residence, whether in
urban or rural areas - feel that he or she is indeed better off as a
result of the major projects implemented and the reforms introduced.
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    By asking such questions, our aim is, in fact, to constantly improve
efficiency and find the best ways to enable all Moroccans to benefit
from achievements on an equal footing.

   However, the fact that we ask questions and pause does not mean
we are hesitant or unsure, or that we have no clear vision. On the
contrary, the way forward is crystal clear, and our choices are well
thought-out. We know who we are, what we want and where we are
going.

   Dear Citizens,

    By assessing the state of the nation, we can gauge the progress
made, using all standard mechanisms for that purpose.

    Back in 2005, we made a similar pause and came up with the 50-
Year Report to take stock of the work done and pinpoint shortcomings
for the post-independence period, and also to assess expectations.
The aim of that exercise was to devise more effective public policies.

    Today, fifteen years after my accession to the throne, I think it is
important to pause, once again, as a nation.

   Moroccan as well as foreign experts agree that significant progress
has been made in various areas in Morocco during this period.

   Personally, I do not think anyone can deny that democratic
achievements have been made. This is illustrated by the new
Constitution adopted in 2011, by the freedoms and human rights
system in force in the country and by the launching of the advanced
regionalization project. However, the tangible impact of these and
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other reforms hinges on their actual implementation as much as on
the elites that will give them concrete substance. 

   Nor can anyone deny that major infrastructure projects have been
implemented. Could Moroccans - myself included - have imagined that
their country would one day be home to the largest port in the
Mediterranean? Or have the largest solar power plant in the world?
Was it possible in the past for a citizen to take the freeway from
Agadir to Tangiers, or from  El Jadida to Oujda?

   In the economic sphere, growth rates have increased significantly
thanks to the adoption of ambitious sectoral plans, such as Morocco’s
Green Plan and the Emergence Plan for industrial development,
among others.

    It should be noted that progress in the above areas has not been
made at the expense of human development. Across the country,
beneficiaries of human development programs have borne witness
not only to these projects’ direct impact in terms of improving their
living conditions,  but also to their role in fighting poverty, social
exclusion and marginalization in our country.

    The question remains: What use have we made of this progress?
Has it merely contributed to higher levels of consumption, or have we
used it to promote prosperity for all Moroccans? To what extent has
this progress translated into better living conditions for the citizens?

   Dear Citizens,

   I think the Moroccan development model has reached such a level
of maturity that it is possible for us to adopt advanced, precise
standards to assess the effectiveness of public policies and determine
the extent to which they have a tangible effect on the citizens’ lives.
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   This achievement has been confirmed by the World Bank, which
indicated that Morocco’s total wealth has increased significantly in
recent years, thanks in particular to the substantial growth of its
intangible capital.

   Intangible capital is one of the latest internationally agreed
standards for measuring the total wealth of countries and companies.

   As I am sure you know, there have been various changes in the
standards used by economists and financial specialists to measure
wealth.

   The total wealth of states used to be measured in light of their
natural resources, then on the basis of the gross domestic product,
which, in turn, is indicative of the citizens’ standard of living.

   Later on, human development indicators were adopted to determine
levels of prosperity and the extent to which peoples benefit from the
national wealth. During the 1990s, intangible capital became an
essential constituent of wealth. In 2005, it was formally adopted by
the World Bank as a standard benchmark.

   Intangible capital refers to constituents of wealth that are not taken
into account by conventional financial approaches. 

   The reference here is to the measurement of a country’s historical
and cultural heritage, social and human capital, the confidence it
inspires as well as stability, the quality of institutions, innovation and
scientific research, cultural and artistic creativity, the quality of the
environment and so on.
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   Security and stability, for instance, are the cornerstone of
production and the creation of wealth. Similarly, trust and credibility
are key ingredients to boost investment. However, these assets are
not visible in the total wealth of countries. 

   In 2005 and 2010, the World Bank carried out two studies to
measure the total wealth of some 120 countries, including Morocco.
Our country ranked among the top African nations, far ahead of some
countries in the region.

   Having perused the figures and statistics contained in the said
studies, and which highlight the development of wealth in Morocco, I
wonder, as do all Moroccans: Where is this wealth? Has it benefited all
Moroccans or only some segments of society?

   No in-depth analysis is really needed to answer these questions.
While there has been significant progress in Morocco, the facts on the
ground indicate that not all citizens have benefited from this wealth.
During my field visits, I have noticed signs of poverty and
vulnerability, as well as acute cases of social inequality. 

   Therefore, and in order to assess the situation properly and
accurately, I call on the Economic, Social and Environmental Council
to carry out a study of Morocco’s total wealth between 1999 and the
end of 2013, in cooperation with the Moroccan Central Bank and the
national institutions concerned, and in coordination with specialized
international institutions.

   The objective of the study is not only to highlight the value of our
country’s intangible capital, but also to   make sure intangible capital
is used as a key standard in the development of public policies, so
that all Moroccans may benefit from their country’s wealth.
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    I hope this study will come up with an objective assessment of the
situation as well as practical recommendations in this regard.

    To make sure the study’s final report does not remain just words on
paper, or a document merely for the media, I have decided that its
findings should be widely disseminated. In this respect, I urge the
government, parliament, all the institutions concerned and key
players in society to study those constructive recommendations and
seek to implement them.

    Since the measurement of intangible wealth helps in decision-
making, I want the census which will be carried out this year to
include all types of indicators relating to Morocco’s intangible capital.

Dear Citizens, 

    I attach as much importance to improving the citizens’ living
conditions as I do to safeguarding their spiritual well-being and to
consolidating the Moroccan model for the management of the
religious domain.

   Based on the Commandership of the Faithful as a frame of reference
and on the Maliki rite, this distinct model is the result of the thorough
reforms we have introduced over the last fifteen years to promote and
revamp the religious domain.

   This model aims to protect the citizen and society against
extremism, reclusiveness and ignorance by protecting mosques from
any kind of exploitation, making sure they remain places of worship,
where guidance is provided and literacy promoted.
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    This is exactly what the 2008 Ulema Charter aims for. We have
further consolidated that Charter by the "support plan" for local
religious guidance, which I launched recently, and which is being
implemented by more than 1,300 imams across the Kingdom.

    The key element of this model is the provision of enlightened
religious training that is grounded in the principles of moderation and
that seeks to preserve our immutable Islamic values while promoting
ijtihad and openness.  Through this approach, we are making sure our
pristine faith is consistent with our national choices and the
requirements of modern times.

    For this reason, the Moroccan model for the management of
religious affairs has been commended both at African and
international levels.

    In this respect, we are keen to put the Moroccan experience at the
disposal of sister nations that share Morocco’s commitment to the
same spiritual values and principles, and that have expressed a desire
to benefit from the Moroccan model in such areas of cooperation as
the training of imams.

Dear Citizens,

   Given the consistency and harmony between our country’s domestic
and foreign policies, I seek to make the most of our democratic
development model to further enhance Morocco’s image and standing
 in the international arena, and defend its best interests as well as its
just causes.

    Considering the rapid changes affecting the world, I have sought to
ensure that the Moroccan diplomatic approach is rooted in self-
confidence, proactive thinking, realism and effectiveness. I have also
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seen to it that our policy is guided by a commitment to legitimacy,
openness, moderation and respect for universal values. 

    This has made our country an effective, credible partner that is
heeded and trusted. Working together with the dynamic actors in
society, I have been keen to promote and consolidate our country’s
standing at all levels.

   As regards the Maghreb, I should like to say, once again, that I
keenly look forward to seeing a strong union built on the firm
foundation of solid bilateral relations and integrated economic
projects.

   I personally believe that disputes are not inevitable and that they
are quite normal in all communities. Inside the European Union, for
example, there have been disagreements between EU members, but
the breaking point is hardly ever reached. What is regrettable in the
Maghreb, however, is that a dispute is allowed to continue for the
purpose of disrupting the evolution of the Maghreb Union.

    Whatever the magnitude of the dispute, it should not, for instance,
be used as a pretext for the continued closure of the borders. The
situation is such that Maghreb citizens do not understand or accept
such a state of affairs. Indeed, a number of people whom I met during
my visits to sister nations wondered - rather perplexed - about the
reasons for the continued closure of the border and asked that
barriers between our peoples be removed.

    My answer to them has always been the same: for more than six
years now, Morocco has been calling for a solution to this odd
situation. However, the response to all of Morocco’s constructive
initiatives has been a stubborn, systematic refusal which is not only
inconsistent with the logic of history and legitimacy, but also out of
step with our peoples’ natural entitlement to human interaction and
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economic exchange.

    As I pointed out earlier, I am keen to ensure bilateral relations are
the mainstay of the Maghreb Union. In this respect, I wish to say how
satisfied I was with the positive outcome of the visit I paid recently to
Tunisia, and how much I appreciated the hospitality and warm
welcome extended to me, both by the noble Tunisian people as well
as by their country’s representative institutions. I was most touched
by that warmth.

    I am convinced Tunisia will forge ahead along a peaceful path,
consolidate the institution-based state and achieve development and
prosperity for the Tunisian people.

    As regards the Arab world, the catastrophic situation in which
several Arab countries find themselves is, indeed, a matter of
profound sadness and concern.

   The crisis in both Syria and Iraq illustrates the seriousness of the
situation the Arab world is facing today – a predicament which is
fueled by the politics of exclusion and sectarian strife. This situation
compounds the humanitarian tragedy that has befallen the peoples of
these two sister nations.

    It is much more than just a regional crisis. This is a fertile breeding
ground for the most violent forces of extremism and terror which
seriously threaten the security of our countries as well as global
security and stability.

    Today, more than ever, we need a comprehensive Arab order based
on economic integration and political unity and cohesion to turn the
Arab world into an influential geopolitical force in the international
arena – a bloc which is capable of defending crucial Arab causes.
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    The brotherly bonds and mutual understanding between me and
the leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council Member States, and
Morocco’ special partnership with these sister nations are a source of
deep satisfaction.

   Regarding the Palestinian issue, I reiterate my strong condemnation
of the brutal Israeli aggression in the Gaza Strip.

   As a sign of tangible solidarity with our Palestinian brothers and
sisters in their ordeal, we were among the first to provide material aid
to the victims of this aggression, putting Moroccan hospitals at the
disposal of the wounded to alleviate their suffering in these critical
circumstances.

   I reiterate my support for all constructive international initiatives
aimed at achieving a just and lasting peace on the basis of the two-
state solution.

    In keeping with our sacred mission to defend Al-Quds al-Sharif, the
Al-Quds Committee, which I am honored to chair, adopted a series of
sound recommendations during its 20th session which was held in
Marrakech. They back the peace negotiations and call for the
protection of the cultural and spiritual character of Al-Quds against
the illegal Israeli violations.

    During that same meeting, a five-year strategic plan of action for
the Bayt Mal al-Quds al-Sharif Agency was adopted with a view to
providing support to vital sectors through well thought-out projects in
terms of time frame and funding mechanisms.

    To bolster the steadfastness of our Maqdissi brothers and sisters on
their land, I am particularly keen to ensure the Agency keeps up its
action on the ground, provides the inhabitants of Al-Quds with direct,
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tangible support and seeks to meet their pressing needs.

Dear citizens,

   I believe Africa is capable of revival.

   Such an objective, however, will be attained only if Africa’s sons and
daughters rely on their own capabilities. I wish, in this regard, to
repeat what I said in Abidjan: Africa should learn to have faith in
Africa.

   I reiterate, in this respect, Morocco’s commitment to implementing a
comprehensive, coherent policy  towards African sister nations, based
on the joint development of resources, more effective human
development and greater economic cooperation.

   This commitment is illustrated by the visits I have paid to several
African sister countries, as well as by both the number and the nature
of the agreements signed, which lay the groundwork for a distinct,
efficient South-South partnership that I would like to see rooted in
solidarity.

   I also wish to reiterate my commitment to multipartite and
triangular cooperation mechanisms in order to forge balanced,
mutually beneficial partnerships with countries of the North.

   Considering the growing security threats - particularly in the Sahel
and Sahara region - I once again call for collective action to deal with
terrorist groups, which find allies in separatist movements, human
trafficking gangs and arms and drug dealers because of their
converging interests. These groups represent the most serious threat

13/17



to regional and international security.

    As Morocco naturally turns towards Africa, this does not mean it will
do so at the expense of our country’s relations with its international
partners. On the contrary, this policy will open up broader prospects
for partnership between the North and the South.

   In this regard, I do not perceive Morocco’s Advanced Status with the
European Union as an end in itself, but rather as a milestone on the
path towards strengthening the Morocco-EU partnership, which I
would like to be balanced and equitable.

   For this reason, Morocco is particularly keen to ensure the success
of the current negotiations for a thorough and comprehensive free
trade agreement with the EU to serve as a framework for even closer
ties between Morocco and Europe, as well as for the integration of the
Moroccan economy into European domestic markets.

   As well as consolidating its special relations with the European bloc,
Morocco seeks to diversify and expand its bilateral relations with EU
members.

   As regards Morocco’s historical relationship with the United States of
America, I should like to reaffirm my commitment to consolidating the
strategic partnership with the United States, particularly by devising
new mechanisms to support and promote the free trade agreement
and continue our strategic dialogue with that country.

   During the meeting I had with President Obama last November, we
managed to give strong impetus to our partnership. The results are
starting to show, be it with respect to our bilateral relations, or the
similarity of views regarding regional and international issues of
common concern, especially those relating to development and
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security in Africa.

   To further promote our open policy and diversify Morocco’s
partnership relations, I am also keen to strengthen the Kingdom’s
time-honored ties with both the Russian Federation and the Republic
of China - countries that I look forward to visiting in the near future.

   I am determined to ensure that the economic aspects of Morocco’s
special strategic partnership with these two countries are further
enhanced and promoted.

Dear Citizens,

   Thanks to the Kingdom’s sovereign, pragmatic foreign policy, we
have managed to rejuvenate and revamp our diplomatic action. 

   Moreover, I have sought to ensure that all of the nation’s key actors
are actively involved in defending our country’s best interests,
particularly our territorial integrity, which remains our foremost
priority.

   As I have said time and again, the question of the Sahara is the
cause of all Moroccans. This is a sacred responsibility for all of us.

   In this regard, I call for greater vigilance and across-the-board
mobilization. I also recommend that the necessary measures be taken
to remain one step ahead of our opponents’ schemes.  Indeed, there
is no room for wait-and-see attitudes, reliance on others or reactive
behavior.
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   I also reaffirm my commitment to the autonomy initiative for our
southern provinces. Once again, the Security Council, in its latest
resolution, described that initiative as “serious and credible”.

   In any case, we shall not put the region’s future at risk. That is why
we shall carry on with development and modernization projects there,
particularly through the implementation of the development model for
our southern provinces. This model is based on a participatory
approach, on good governance and on cohesive, multidimensional
programs aimed at achieving integrated development.

   Advanced regionalization will be introduced in all of the Kingdom’s
regions, and first and foremost in our southern provinces. Indeed,
regionalization makes it possible to promote local specificities while
enabling the regions’ populations to democratically manage their local
affairs in a country that harmoniously brings its regions together.

   Finally, I should like to pay tribute to our Royal Armed Forces, the
Royal Gendarmerie, the National Security Forces, the local authorities,
the Auxiliary Forces and the Emergency Services for their constant
mobilization under my leadership to defend the nation’s territorial
integrity and preserve its security and stability.

   I also remember, with deep respect, my venerated grandfather and
father, Their Majesties King Mohammed V and King Hassan II, as well
as all the martyrs of the nation, who made great sacrifices for the
glory and sovereignty of our country. May they all rest in peace.

   As a tribute to their eternal memory, we shall carry on with
development and modernization projects to ensure all our citizens -
wherever they may be - enjoy a dignified life in a secure, safe and
stable environment, God willing.
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   "My Lord, make this a City of Peace, and feed its people with fruits".
True is the Word of God.

MAP 30 July 2014
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